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KCDF food security initiative, Ustawi, got a 
boost when Safaricom Foundation announced 
a Kshs. 10M support towards the programme 
on 2nd December 2009. 

This will enable at least 50 communities to 
grow food innovatively through an integrated 
programme incorporating water harvesting, 
greenhouse farming, drip irrigation technology, 
conservation and value addition of the produced 
food. 

The announcement followed the success of 
earlier food security programmes implemented 
by communities supported by KCDF, through 
Safaricom Foundation. 

Announcing the support, Safaricom Foundation 
Chairman Mr. Les Baillie said that his Foundation 
would continue to support initiatives that will 
address the challenge of food production in 
Kenya in a sustainable way. He termed KCDF’s 

experience with the communities as a case 
study that should be emulated in the region.  
“We are proud to work with KCDF to ensure 
that Kenya becomes a food secure country. A 
well fed nation (Kenya) will drive prosperity in 
the region,” Mr. Baillie noted. 

KCDF CEO Mrs. Janet Mawiyoo thanked 
Safaricom Foundation for boosting Ustawi, 
noting that more Kenyan communities would 
benefit from the initiative. She also appealed 
to other corporate organisations to support this 
approach, as it enables needy communities to 
keep their dignity as they see the fruits of their 
labour. 
	
The announcement was followed by a successful 
field visit by Safaricom Foundation and KCDF 
staff to food security projects implemented by 
Makutano Community Development Association 
(MCDA) – one of the beneficiaries of the Ustawi 
initiative.  

Safaricom Foundation announces 
Kshs. 10m support towards Ustawi

African Grantmakers to assemble in Nairobi
The African Grantmakers Network, of which 
KCDF is a founder member has announced 
that it will hold the first Panafrican Grantmakers 
Assembly in Nairobi from November 3rd to 
5th 2010. KCDF Programmes Director, Tom 

Were, a member of the organising team 
said that the assembly was meant to set the 
agenda and consolidate the voice for African 
Philanthropy. “More than 250 participants 
are expected to converge in Nairobi and this 

will be the first step towards more coordinated 
philanthropy across the continent,” said Mr. 
Were. He encouraged all interested to 
visit www.africangrantmakers.org for more 
information.

A Long Journey together
The Safaricom Foundation is one of the 
earliest supporters of the Ustawi initiative. 

In 2006, as KCDF opted to investigate 
the most effective techniques for more 
sustainable practices for food production, 
the Safaricom Foundation gave a grant of 
Kshs 5 Million that was used to support 
communities in Arid and Semi-arid areas 
in Kenya. 

These included: 
Nomadic Integrated Development Re-
search Agency (NIDRA) is a commu-
nity based organisation from Kajiado 
district. It bought Sahiwal cows to 
women, in area where only men own 
cows – an initiative that gave them a 
voice in the community. 
Genesis Community Development 
Assistance purchased 28 high yielding 
goats that were distributed to farmers, 
in Mwingi district. 
Mordern Farmers Nguumo supported 
30 households to grow drought 
resistant food crops like cassava and 
sweet potatoes in Yatta district. 
Pastoralist Development Organisation 
supported 40 farmers to grow drought 
resistant variety of sorghum and millet 
in Garissa
Women and Youth Against Aids and 
Poverty (WAYAAP), is a community 
based organisation. Grew food in 
community gardens. This supported 
13 schools and more than 300 
orphans and vulnerable children from 
60 households in Isiolo.  

Safaricom Foundation 
Chairman, Les Baillie (r) 
handing over the Kshs 
10M cheque to KCDF’s 
CEO Janet Mawiyoo 1 
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THE VOICES FOR 
AFRICAN PHILANTHROPY
ARE HERE

On November 4th and 5th in Nairobi, Kenya, the African Grantmakers 
Network will host the 1st Pan African Assembly of African grantmaking 
organizations, bringing together at least 250 participants from across 
Africa. The AGN Assembly will set the agenda and consolidate the 
voices for African philanthropy.

For more information, please email the Assembly Organising 
Committee on assembly@africangrantmakers.org

Online registration from July 1, 2010
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