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Changedever campaign

Blueprint for a better future

Ordinary South Africans
offer suggestions on
what would bring about
change in the country

Mitzi du Plessis

In September South Africans were
issued a challenge — come up with
a visionary response to the question:
“If you could change one thing for-
ever, what would it be?”

An initiative of the Southern Africa
Trust, the Change4ever campaign
aims to raise R1-million through
online pledges and a dedicated SMS
line. It will also give insight into
what South Africans believe would
bring about change in the country
and the region. The funds generated
will be used to enable the trust to
find lasting solutions to the region’s
cycle of poverty.

The citizens of South Africa rose to
the challenge. The initial responses
show that South Africans care about
the future of their country and fellow
citizens and that they are willing to
take action to build a better life for
all. An analysis of the received mes-
sages shows that there are a number
of pressing issues that the public
would like to tackle head on.

South Africans feel strongly that
government and politicians should
be more transparent, less cor-
rupt and should distribute state
and donor funds wisely. To build a

Many South Africans would like to ensure that each child has access to quality education and at least
one nutritious meal a day. Photograph: Lisa Skinner

stronger economy for the future,
they would like bank charges and
interest eliminated.

Education and job creation clearly
lie close to many people’s hearts as a
way to eliminate poverty. South Afri-
cans are making a strong case for an
improvement in the standard of edu-
cation at all levels.

Free boarding schools with a
créche for children in need were
mooted as a way to ensure that
Aids orphans and their dependants
receive food, education and a home.

Crime, corruption and greed came
under a lot of scrutiny. The public
would like to see an end to crime,
“especially violent crimes that hap-
pen to undeserving people”. They
want to reverse the perception that
a person’s worth is measured by
how much money he or she has and
not by his or her contribution to
society’s advancement. To change
this, respondents feel, would put a
stop to corruption and greed at all
levels of society.

As far as essential services such as

health, justice, safety and security
are concerned, South Africans would
like to ensure that the status of and
respect for teachers, nurses and the
police is restored in the eyes of every
citizen and that they are applauded
for the services they provide.

South Africans would like to see a
drastic improvement in the state of
hospices in black communities and
an end to the spread of HIV/Aids,
children dying from malnutrition
and the way in which the justice sys-
tem continues to fail women.

For children South Africans want
a world of difference. They want to
ensure that each child has access to
good quality education and at least
one nutritious meal a day. They feel
strongly that both parents should
accept “the 18 years of responsibility
that go with the pleasure of creating
a child”.

In the fight against poverty, vio-
lence and abuse they want to eradi-
cate all violence and abuse directed
at women and children. They would
like to see the country introducing
a basic income grant and ensuring
that all South Africans have a piece
of land registered in their name.

Respondents see prejudice and
misperceptions as being at the root
of many of South Africa’s problems
and would like to eradicate all preju-
dice based on religion, race, sexuality
or gender.

They want to wipe out the nega-
tive stigma attached to being HIV
infected: “If people could view it on
the same level as any other chronic
illnesses more people would test reg-
ularly.” Mostly South Africans want
people to take responsibility for their
own lives: “Forget the notion that
you are a victim and therefore enti-
tled to handouts.”

Finally, respondents want to “put
God back in to the schools. Without
God there will be no morals.”

For more information on the South-
ern Africa Trust and its campaign
visit www.changedever.org
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If you could change one thing
f h Id it be?
orever, what would It ve:
“I would change the way we see ourselves and
our country. We so easily emphasise the negative.
Have you looked around and realised what
great people we are? We thrive under difficult
situations, we are forgiving and innovative.
| say we start celebrating who we are!”
Lira, singer
SMS “CHANGE” and your answer
to 36545 or answer online
By sending an SMS, you will not only help to define what needs to change forever — in your work, family, friendships, community, country and world — but also support the i
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