
tres in South Africa that government 
and civil society organisations had 
set up for fleeing migrants. Machel 
said most of the displaced people 
expressed anger at South Africans;  
the challenge, she said, was to chan-
nel this anger and despair into a 
force that “will enable us to say 
‘never again’. We must find ways to 
build strong bridges that will take us 
where we were before.”

Machel said that one of the root 
causes of the violence was the influx 
of foreigners into South African cit-
ies coupled with the migration of 
South Africans from the countryside 
to cities. Add the recent increases in 
food prices to this enormous pres-
sure on urban infrastructure and 
you get an explosive mixture: “The 
poorest South African suburbs no 
longer have the capacity to absorb 
more people. It’s no longer possible 
to live there,” she said. 

Machel blamed the situation on 
the development models that gov-
ernments have adopted. If in the 
past Southern Africa was divided 
by colonialism and apartheid, she 
said, today it is divided by poverty. 
“Extreme poverty dehumanises peo-
ple and leads them to madness. The 
hatred and intolerance displayed 
were aimed against the condi-
tions they are living in. People were 
opposing the subhuman conditions 
in which they live.”

Jody Kollapen, head of the South 
African Human Rights Commission, 
said it was essential to bring the per-
petrators of the heinous crimes seen 
over the past few weeks to justice. 
He also said that a candid debate on 
reparations is needed. 

For reparations to be success-
ful, Kollapen said they will need to 
include a plan for reintegration sup-
ported by financial help to enable 
the victims of xenophobia to start 
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A partnership between the government and civil society groups to overcome poverty in 
Mozambique earned the G20 and the Mozambican government the Drivers of Change Award in 
2007. Through their alliance they have ensured that policies will result in positive change to drive 
down poverty in Mozambique.  

Nominations for the 2008 Drivers of Change Award are now open. 
Nominate innovators and a deserving leader in innovation to end poverty 
will be recognised. This includes you!
Nominate yourself, your organisation, or any other individual, organisation, business or 
government agency in any southern African country that demonstrates innovation to end poverty 
in the region. 

Entries close on Friday 4 July 2008. The winners will be announced on 23 October 2008 at a gala 
event in Johannesburg.

Please contact Sudley Adams on +27 11 250 7300 or +27 82 900 0776
or go to www.southernafricatrust.org for more details and entry forms.

Need a partner? 
Be noticed.
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A 
month ago 47-year-old 
Catarina Manungo 
was the owner of a 
two-bedroom house 
in Boksburg, where 

she lived with her four children and 
a granddaughter. A few short weeks 
later Manungo and her two young-
est children find themselves living 
in a tent in the Maputo neighbour-
hood of Matola Garre.

Manungo and her children are 
some of the 37 000 Mozambicans 
who have fled xenophobic violence 
in South Africa in the past month. 
Tens of thousands of other migrants 
from all over Africa are crowded in 
shelters inside South Africa. Offi-
cials in Maputo put the number of 
Mozambicans killed at 23. A total of 
50 people died in the violence.

Manungo joined her husband 
— a miner — in South Africa in 1982. 
They saved enough from his earn-
ings to buy a house before he died 
in 2003. Like most Mozambicans in 
South Africa, Manungo worked in 
the informal sector, eking out a liv-
ing selling vegetables. She stayed on 
in South Africa rather than return to 
Mozambique when the Mozambican 
civil war ended in 1992 because she 
felt living conditions were better in 
South Africa and had no family to 
return to. 

She says she lived in relative peace 
with her South African neighbours 
until a marauding mob ransacked 
her home and burnt much of her 
property on May 21. She managed 
to gather her children and flee. Her 
voice choked with emotion, she told 
a meeting convened in Maputo this 
week to discuss the regional effects 
of the crisis that she never imagined 
something like this could happen.

The gathering of 174 representa-
tives of civil society organisations 
from Mozambique, South Africa, 
Botswana, Zambia and Zimbabwe 
was organised by the Southern 
Africa Trust and Mozambique’s 
Community Development Founda-
tion (FDC) on June 10 to assess the 
situation of people displaced by the 
attacks and examine the root causes 
of the violence.

The chairperson of the FDC, Graça 
Machel, told the meeting she had 
heard gruelling first-hand accounts 
of the violence when she visited cen-

Reeling from shock
In Maputo Bayano Valy finds a  
range of explanations for the attacks  
on foreigners in South Africa

Rain falls on a 
person who has 
fled xenophobic 
attacks, outside a 
temporary shelter 
at Cleveland 
police station, 
Johannesburg 
(above); a Red Ant 
security guard at 
the police station 
keeps watch over 
others who have 
fled the violence 
(right). Photographs: 
Paul Botes

“Extreme poverty 
dehumanises people and 
leads them to madness. 
People were opposing the 
subhuman conditions in 
which they live”  
Graça Machel

afresh. Such a plan must also take 
poor South Africans into account, he 
said, so as not to foster resentment 
among people in almost equally des-
perate need of assistance.

Mozambican President Armando 
Guebuza has called on his fellow cit-
izens to show tolerance and refrain 
from retaliating against South Afri-
cans. Speaking to the returnees at a 
transit centre Guebuza described the 
xenophobic attacks in South Africa 
as the work of people opposed to 
regional integration, which should 
lead to complete freedom of move-
ment of people and goods through-
out the Southern African Develop-
ment Community region. 

“We shall continue on the path of 

solidarity and unity,” he said, “but 
we must never opt for violence, since 
we know very well what the price of 
violence is.” 

Some of the returnees told Gue-
buza they wanted to return to 
South Africa as soon as conditions 
allowed. But others have been so 
badly shaken they have decided to 

stay in Mozambique permanently. 
Although uneasy calm prevails in 
South Africa at the moment, Cata-
rina Manungo would rather brave 
the cold and harsh winter buffeting 
her exposed tent than risk a return 
to her home in Boksburg. “It’s better 
to sleep in a tent under a tree than to 
return for God knows what.” — IPS


