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Sowing seeds for the upswing

Mitzi du Plessis reports on an African leader who is prioritising agricult

griculture is the future
of Africa, says Professor
Richard Mkandawire,
New Partnership for
Africa’s Development’s
(Nepad) agricultural advisor, and the
only way to reach that milestone is to
find sustainable solutions for the con-
tinent's most pressing issues.
“Building Africa means building
agriculture,” he says. “Agriculture is a
conduit for poverty reduction.”
Mkandawire is the winner of this
year’s Drivers of Change individual
award and one of the visionaries of
the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture
Development Programme (CAADP), a
programme endorsed by the African
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Union Assembly. It has been making
a big contribution to find sustainable
solutions to poverty on the continent.

In the five short years since its incep-
tion the programme, established as
part of Nepad, has won praise from all
over Africa and the world.

Unlike numerous externally driven
efforts, which have failed to produce
tangible results to improve food secu-
rity and economic growth in Africa in
the past 50 years, the CAADP is suc-
ceeding in coordinating action across
the continent on important regional
policies such as agriculture, food
safety standards and the control of
transboundary pests and diseases.

But many believe the success of
the programme is largely because of
the vision, leadership and passion of
Mkandawire, the man at the helm.

Ask this quiet and unassuming man
about the success of the project and
he is quick to tell you that it is because
CAADP is a homegrown initiative,
crafted by African leaders to respond
to Africa’s underdevelopment and
marginalisation within the context of
the broader global political economy.

This is the first time in the history of
the African agrarian debate that a col-
lective framework has been adopted
by African leaders that tackles growth,
poverty reduction, food and nutrition-
security issues in such a comprehen-
sive way. For the first time in the his-
tory of agricultural development and
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A rural woman reaping the rewards of the harvest

cooperation African countries have
put together a growth agenda that is
not only African-owned and African-
led, but also enjoys a broad consensus
on objectives, targets, implementation
processes and partnership principles.

This is also the first time in the his-
tory of agricultural policy and proce-
dure that the voice of the recipients
themselves has been a factor in the
design of programme initiatives.

This is all due, in no small measure,
to Mkandawire’s considerable nego-
tiation skills and the level of respect he
enjoys from African leaders, decision-
makers, scientists and the rural farm-
ers themselves.

Malawi-born Mkandawire is an
internationally recognised agricul-
tural- and socio-economist and rural
development expert. A graduate of the

University of Malawi, he also studied
at University of Missouri and received
a PhD from the University of East
Anglia in the United Kingdom.

In her motivation for nominating
him for the Drivers of Change award,
Sheryl Hendriks of the University of
KwaZzZulu-Natal’s African Centre for
Food Security says that “the quiet
yet determined resolve of this well-
respected agricultural economist has
attracted considerable international
attention to the plight of African agri-
culture and development and has
raised considerable hope for Africa’s
future”. This, in turn, has resulted in
an unprecedented alignment of major
international donors in support of the
programme.

All the good news about an upswing
in Africa’s food production and econo-

mies implies that the changes required
to reduce poverty significantly and
eliminate malnutrition are actually
within the reach of many African
countries. “Sustaining this growth and
encouraging its spread to the rest of
Africa is what CAADP is aiming for,”
Mkandawire says.

Apart from looking at extending
the areas under sustainable land
management, the programme is also
working towards establishing reli-
able water-control systems and rural
infrastructure, as well as improving
and stimulating agricultural research
and systems to disseminate appropri-
ate new technologies. Climate change
scientists have predicted that Africa’s
subsistence farmers will be hardest hit
by global warming. It comes as no sur-
prise that this enterprising driver of
change has already introduced mech-
anisms into the project to alleviate
the its effect. “Climate change is key
to the agriculture agenda of Africa,”
he says, “and we need to find ways to
improve productivity in the wake of
the expected changes in weather and
rainfall patterns.”

Under Mkandawire’'s leadership
the CAADP has been fashioned into a
vehicle to spearhead the green revolu-
tion in Africa. “This is a decade of hope
for the future of African agriculture,”
he says. “The seeds for progress in
spurring an African green revolution
have been sown.”
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it be?
forever, what would it be*”
It would be the way in which women are viewed
and treated. Equity and equality between men
and women should not be an optional extra but
should be seen as a bene tto all society.
Graga Machel
SMS CHANGE and your answer
to 36545 or answer online
By sending an SMS, you will not only help to de ne what needs to change forever in your work, family, friendships, community, country and world  but also support the
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