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Africa

Africa says it’s time to deliver

There were several calls at the Africa Summit to hold participants at the G8 summit to account for promises made to the continent

Jean-Jacques Cornish

Aveteran of 20 African summits, Has-
san Sunmonu, secretary general of the
Organisation of African Trade Union
Unity, this week declared that the
Banjul gathering of the continent’s
leaders was the best he’d experienced.

He raised eyebrows in the gath-
ering of NGOs where he was a
panelist, not the least because his
remarks came while foreign minis-
ters — sitting at the African Union
(AU) executive council — were still
preparing their final drafts for their
heads of government.

“You don’t need to be the son of a
hunter to know where an animal is
in the bush,” Sunmonu said, quoting
an African proverb to support his
contention.

“African leaders are sitting down
here to see how the African economy
can be fast-tracked. They realise that
no country can do this alone.

“In this globalised world, they
now accept that if we do not inte-
grate our economies, we will be at
the mercy of those who have already
integrated.

“For years we have been push-
ing and kicking our government to
accept this. Now they have taken
it on board and Africa has come of
age. Our eyes are open.

“We know that promises made to
Africa have not been kept. Our eyes
are open.”

Sunmonu was basing his opti-
mism on the executive council’s
acceptance of a rationalisation of
the continent’s economic groupings.

The AU now recognises only eight
of these, namely the Maghreb Arab
Union, the Economic Community
of West African States (Ecowas),
the Common Market for Eastern
and Southern Africa, Inter-Govern-
mental Authority on Development,
the Southern African Development
Community, the Economic Commu-
nity of Central African States, East
African Community and the Com -
munauté des Etats sahélo-sahariens
— the regional group of Sahel and
Saharan states.

The longer-term objective, said
Sunmonu, who was sitting in with
the foreign ministers, is to have only
five groupings and to stop coun-
tries holding dual membership of
regional economic bodies.

Sunmonu added that there was
a strong push for the removal of

P —

restrictions for workers migrating
between the regions.

“The Ecowas experience shows
that visa restrictions are unnecessary
and our fears of people swamping
wealthier regions are groundless,”
he said. “People don’t just leave their
homes and pour across borders.”

Four leading African and interna-
tional NGOs called on the African
leaders to hold the participants at
the G8 summit, which meets in Mos-
cow later this month, to account for
promises made to Africa.

Specifically they called on the Afri-
can leaders to:

® Assertively demand deeper
and wider debt relief for all African
countries that need it during the G8,
and failing this to actively consider
declaring a moratorium on debt
repayments and, if necessary, repu-
diation of these debts.

® Fully implement the commit-
ments by African governments on
education for all and a common
African position on universal access
to medical treatment.

® Seek agreement on multilateral
trade rules that meet the interests
of the people of Africa and resist the
economic partnership agreements
in their current form.

Charles Mutasa, the executive
director of the African Forum and
Network on Debt and Development,
said: “Although the debt cancel-
lation deal agreed last year was a
significant step, the delivery of the
deal is not fast enough and does not
cover all the countries that should
benefit from it.

“Debt continues to tear down
schools, hospitals and clinics in a way
that is more devastating than war.

“Is our generation going to be
more than a series of broken prom-
ises? How we live is far removed
from how we ought to live.”

Amboka Wameyo, the Africa advo-
cacy adviser of World Vision, said the
full amount of finance available since
the Gleneagles G8 Summit for poor
countries to fight poverty is much
less than that announced by the G8.
Four-fifths of that increase amounts
to a one-off debt cancellation for
Nigeria and Iraq.

“ African leaders are sitting
down here to see how the
African economy can be
fast-tracked”

Representatives at the recent Africa Summit stressed the need for governments to spend more money on education. Photograph: Paul Botes

“If G8 leaders meeting this year
do not live up to Gleneagles pledges,
15-million children affected by HIV/
Aids will have no hope of surviving
beyond the age of 18,” said Wameyo.
“Leaders must show their commit-
ment to these children urgently or
lose their relevance and legitimacy
in the eyes of the public.”

Trungu Houghton of Oxfam noted
that: “While G8 leaders continue to
congratulate themselves on their
own pledges, one mother dies every
minute and a child dies needlessly
every three seconds due to the lack
of serious delivery of those promises.
At the same time, African govern-
ments must keep their own promises
to tackle corruption head-on and
increase spending on education and
health.”

The Education for All Campaign Net-
work in Gambia urged AU members to
take seriously the African G8 commit-
ments on schooling for everyone.

“Civil organisations have done
a lot of advocacy on these commit-
ments, now it is time for action,”
they said.

“We know education is one of the
tools that could eradicate poverty.
For African integration to move for-
ward, the education agenda must be

high on the AU agenda.”

The media foundation of West
Africa and several other press watch-
dog organisations condemned a deci-
sion by the national organisers of the
events connected to the summit toban
a forum on freedom of expression.

“We view the Gambian govern-
ment’s action as a declaration of its
hostility to human rights. It is also
a violation of the Constitutive Act
of the AU. It is unacceptable for the
Gambian authorities to attempt to
subject an NGO forum, particularly
one aimed at discussing an issue as
fundamental as the right to free-
dom of expression, to governmental
approval,” said a Media Foundation
for West Africa statement.

The United Nations news agency
Irin reports that local journalists
wanted to remind summit partici-
pants of the murder of prominent
Gambian journalist Deyda Hydara
18 months ago.

The Gambia Press Union urged
the summit to press the Gambian
government to allow a private inves-
tigation from abroad into the mur-
der. Hydara was shot dead in his car
about 15 minutes after leaving the
offices of the The Point newspaper on
December 16 2004..

When Morais Fernandes and her neighbours started saving small amounts
of money to build houses for themselves, they didn't imagine they would
re-build a whole community. Soon, others joined them. They also started
making bricks. Unemployment in the area provided many eager hands.
The government matched their savings with grants and with the support
of local NGOs and businesses, 6,000 people now have adequate housing.
The same dynamic approach to policymaking can drive down poverty ona
much bigger scale in southern Africa.

Nominate innovators!

The Drivers of Change Award has been established to honour people like
Morais; individuals and organizations who, in their thinking and action for
better poverty reduction policies, are going beyond the conventional to
make a real and lasting difference in the lives of people living in poverty. [

iminating poverty, one brick at a time

in October this year.

DRIVERS OF CHANGE

We invite you to nominate individuals or organisations of civil society,
business, and government in any southern African country who are
doing things differently to help develop effective poverty reduction
policies. The winners will be honoured at a gala eventin Johannesburg

Contact Sudfey Adams on +27 11 250 7300 or +27 82 900 0776
or go to www.southernafricatrust.org for more details.
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