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Drivers of Change

Winner – Drivers of Change:
Individual Award: Archbishop 
Njongo Ndungane

Karabo Keepile

Archbishop Njongo Ndungane’s 
faith has urged him to spread more 
than the gospel. For many years 
he has lobbied for affordable Aids 
medication in South Africa and 
highlighted the shortcomings in 
debt-relief strategies that inherently 
disadvantage Africa.

“He is an undisputed champion 
for social justice and equality. His 
service to Southern Africa is an 
inspiration to many,” noted the 
Drivers of Change judges.

In 2006 Ndungane launched Afri-
can Monitor, a pan-African not-for-
profit organisation that monitors 
and promotes the effective imple-
mentation of the promises made by 
the international community and 
Africa’s own governments towards 
the continent’s development.

“It became clear that commit-
ments made to the continent were 
not properly delivered,” he says.

Through his African Monitor 
initiative he has highlighted the 
fact that, despite receiving nearly 
US$40-billion in aid flows in 2008, 
African countries still face a serious 
challenge to bring about economic 
and social development.

African Monitor focuses on donor 
commitments made since 2005, 
particularly those falling under the 
African Union and other regional 
groups. The year 2005, also known 
as “the year for Africa” by the inter-
national community, was selected 
as a baseline because that was when 
donors made commitments to 
increase aid to the continent.

“We hold them accountable and 
monitor delivery by African govern-
ments on the receiving end, because 
it is their primary responsibility to 

serve their people, ” says Ndungane.
Buhle Makamanzi, communi-

cations spokesperson at African 
Monitor, says the archbishop has 
fully used the power of his position  
to call on people from around the 
world to join in transformation “to 
ensure that the poor, too, enjoy the 
rights they are entitled to”.

This year African Monitor 
launched a food forum. “Food secu-
rity is key on our continent, so agri-
culture is a critical sector for Afri-
ca’s development,” says Ndungane.

At age 50 the archbishop shows 
no signs of slowing down. He has 
recently been asked by the govern-
ment to champion the restoration of 
historic schools. “These are schools 
that were mainly run by churches 
and destroyed by apartheid, like 
Morris Isaacson and Orlando High,” 
he says.

The judges noted that Ndungane 
seeks change in a practical way. In 
2008, for instance, he led poverty 
hearings in South Africa’s nine 
provinces and has taken the testi-
mony of impoverished communities 
to the highest levels of influence in 
government.

“Archbishop Ndungane is unwa-
vering in his commitment to ensure 
that a better Africa, and a better 
world, is achieved,” the judges said. 
“From the World Economic Forum 
in Davos to community halls in 
South Africa’s impoverished town-
ships, he remains resolute in his 
commitment to eradicate poverty.”

In 1963 Ndungane was arrested 
for his involvement in anti-pass 
law demonstrations while he was 
a student at the University of Cape 
Town. The arrest encouraged him 
to become actively involved in anti-
apartheid politics.

He was sentenced to three 
years’ imprisonment on Robben 
Island and it was while serving as a 
political prisoner that he received 

Special Commendation – Drivers 
of Change Individual Award: 
Bishop Kevin Dowling

Karabo Keepile

Moving close to the shack 
community around Rustenburg’s 
Plattenburg Mines in 1997 made 
Bishop Kevin Dowling realise the 
extent of the problems caused by 
extreme poverty.

After seeing many young women 
die of Aids, he called on the Catholic 
Church to consider lifting its ban 
on condoms. 

His hands-on approach to the 
pressing concerns around him has 
led the bishop to offer his church 
property several times for causes in 
which he believes.

He has made it available to land-
less people and lobbied extensively 

for basic infrastructure to be put 
in place to allow them to live a 
dignified life.

In the face of the HIV/Aids pan-
demic Dowling single-handedly 
took it upon himself to do some-
thing concrete. Again on church 
property, he built a hospice so that 
those with HIV/Aids could die with 
“real dignity and peace”.

“One of the four programmes 
run by the Tapologo initiative is an 
orphan programme that gives food, 
makes sure children stay on anti-
retrovirals and provides counsel-
ling, while childcare workers try to 
find foster homes for them,” he says.

The programme started off with 
retired nurses, but now employs 
professional nurses and childcare 
workers who are paid a stipend.

“I have experienced the suffer-
ing of vulnerable women, sitting 

in shacks with them, experiencing 
their despair. I wanted to make 
a difference to their lives and it 
has become a passion of mine,” 
says Dowling.

It’s the spirit of care that is impor-
tant for Dowling. “Years ago, after 
apartheid, while I was still in the 
truth and reconciliation process, I 
felt that we needed to reach out to 
other brothers and sisters in Africa 
caught in conflict, using the South 
Africa experience to help those in 
similar situations.”

His work focused on human 
rights, justice, reconciliation and 
the redevelopment of traumatised 
communities after war and torture.

The Denis Hurley Peace Institute, 
which nominated the bishop for a 
Drivers of Change award, has been 
inspired by the work he continues 
to do with very little resources.

“People need heroes and proph-
ets. We believe the bishop is already 
a hero and prophet in the eyes of 
many,” the institute said.

The Drivers of Change judges 
commended Dowling for his out-
spoken criticism of human rights 
abuses and abject poverty, not only 
in his local diocese of Rustenburg, 
but also throughout Africa, includ-
ing Sudan, Zimbabwe and globally.

“He has lobbied governments 
on service delivery and poverty, 
in particular, the campaign for a 
national basic income grant. He has 
actively added his voice to calls for 
improved delivery in the areas of 
healthcare, housing, education and 
welfare,” the judges said.

“Bishop Dowling has risen to 
become one of South Africa’s fore-
most voices for social and economic 
justice from within the churches.”

Special Commendation — Drivers 
of Change Individual Award: 
Emma Kaliya

Karabo Keepile

Emma Kaliya played a critical role 
in initiating and driving the 50-50 
campaign to increase the number 
of women parliamentarians in 
Malawi during the national elec-
tions this year.

Kaliya was inspired by the 
appointment of the country’s first 
woman vice-president, 47 years 
after independence.

Her NGO, the Gender Coordina-
tion Network, launched the cam-
paign to urge President Bingu wa 
Mutharika to consider a 50-50 gen-
der representation in Parliament.

The campaign mobilised govern-
ment and international develop-
ment agencies to support many 
of the women who contested the 
elections. As a result, a record 234 
women stood for election.

Although the campaign’s 50% 
target was not reached, 42 women 
(22%) were elected into Parliament,  
against 14% previously.

“We were guided by the Southern 
African Development Community 
and African Union protocol, which 
states that government is not sus-
tainable if certain people are denied 
the opportunity to participate in 
decision-making. At national level 
we don’t have a law to help us,” 
says Kaliya.

Poverty in Malawi is largely 
about access to resources and 
this is controlled by a group of 
few, says Michael Nyirenda, who 
nominated Kaliya.

“The few happen to be politicians 
who have predominately been men. 
By increasing the number of women 
in the decision-making forums of 
party caucuses and Parliament, pro-
poor priorities are more likely to be 
reflected,” Nyirenda says.

It is expected that such priorities 
will increasingly tilt public policy 
instruments and expenditure priori-
ties in favour of poverty reduction.

Reaching 22% was not easy, says 
Kaliya. “Women are generally not 
accepted into a lot of the existing 
political parties.”

The campaign had to change a lot 
of pre-existing perceptions.

“The 50-50 campaign was based 
on the equitable principle that 
Malawian women have as much 
right to be voted into office as 
Malawian men,” she says.

For her there is more work to be 
done. “We have seen what we have 
been able to achieve and we want to 
capitalise on political will to make 
gender issues a priority.”

The judges praised Kaliya’s role 
in helping to ensure that wom-
en’s rights are being successfully 
achieved in an increasing number of 
countries across the region. “She is 
truly a driver of change for progress 
in our region,” they said.

‘A prophet in the eyes of many’

A man of 
the people

Boosting 
the women
of Malawi

More work 
to be done: 
Emma 
Kaliya

Committed : Archbishop Njongo Ndungane is unwavering in his 
commitment to ensure that a better world is achieved

his calling to serve God in the 
ordained ministry.

He has been awarded several hon-
orary degrees, including a doctorate 
of divinity from Rhodes University 
in 1997, a doctorate of divinity from 
the Protestant Episcopal Seminary 
in 2000 and a doctorate of social 
science from the University of Natal 
in 2001.

The judges applauded the arch-
bishop for his tireless efforts to 
drive change in the way leadership 
is exercised in Africa.

“He is a greatly respected man 
who has dedicated his life to over-
coming poverty. For his lifelong 
commitment to place the poor at the 
centre of social and economic poli-
cies, the judges recognise him as a 
driver of change,” they said.

‘It became clear 
that commitments 
made to the 
continent were 
not properly 
delivered’


